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Session outline

• My role @ UL
• History of the TLDAN
• Partners
• How we work
• Case study: drug driving awareness
• Call to action!



My role @ UL

• Underpinned by the Healthy 
UL framework, HEA Healthy 
Campus Framework & the 
Strategic Framework for 
Addressing Illicit Substance 
use in Higher Education
(DoE 2020)

• 1st in Ireland

• Healthy UL subgroup

• Drop-in & F2F service (BI, 
MI, SAOR), signposting, 
family support, recovery 
support, sober curious, 
IPEDs

• Awareness

• Policy development

• Supervision of students & 
volunteers

• External engagement



MW 3rd level 
regional D&A 

network -
history



MW 3rd level network in 2025
Current partners (plus a VS member)



Purpose of the network 
• 30K+ students in Limerick during AY

• Regional & collaborative approach (MIC & TUS campuses in Clare & Tipp)

• To provide a forum for discussion of current & emerging issues/ trends regarding 
alcohol & other drug use relevant to the third level institutions in the Mid-West.  

• To identify possible responses to these issues/trends in a cooperative way 

• To provide a forum for sharing experiences, knowledge, ideas & resources and 
disseminating good practice

• Meets 4X/year with smaller task-based working groups meeting more frequently 
(e.g. race day, drug driving awareness project)

• Funding applications (small grants)



Personal 
reflections & 
next steps

• Learning from others (HSE, MWRDAF, AGS,  HEIs, SUs, VAs) and sharing 
knowledge is vital. We cannot work in silos – healthy campus/city/settings 
approach. We are not in competition. The whole is greater than the sum of its 
parts.

• Feeding into the Prev/Ed subgroup of the MWRDAF – feeds into the regional 
forum – 3rd level has a voice

• Sharing resources/real time on the ground info

• Next steps:
• Finish & sustain #drugdrivingaware project
• Gambling/gaming
• Cannabis/HHC/Vaping

• Challenges: Time; SUs competing areas of interest 



Case study: 
#drugdrivingaware
Developed by students for 
students

• Context: student commuting, new test administered by 
the AGS – higher level  of detections 2023-24. In 2023, over 
one-third of DUI detections were attributed to drug driving. 
Raised as an issue in the network Sept 2023.

• The #DrugDrivingAwareness project is an educational and 
harm reduction initiative that aims to raise awareness 
about the issue of Drug Driving and its potential 
consequences.

• We asked students about their information needs. 6 
practical questions.

• Road Traffic Garda interviewed by SU officers – 6 videos 
Insta

• 42K + views in 2 weeks April 2024

• Bespoke posters based on information needs

• Still active



www.mwrdtf.ie
Videos & Posters

HEA Healthy 
Campus Case 

study 2024

http://www.mwrdtf.ie/


RSA 
Roadshow –
shuttlebus 
October 
2024



Call to 
action!

• Proposal to form a national community of 
practice for people (students, SU 
staff/officers and staff) in the Heathy 
Campus landscape who have an interest 
in substance use (and maybe gambling 
too!) from a personal, professional, 
research POV.

• EOI: eva.devaney@ul.ie or sugs@ul.ie
• May align well with UCC’s proposed work 

(let’s not reproduce work!) - TBC
• Propose a brainstorming meeting in 

September 2025, agree on a couple of 
small wins and propose TORs.
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