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National Drug Treatment Reporting System (NDTRS)

• On-line national surveillance database on treated problem drug and alcohol use

• Funded by the Department of Health

• Follows European methodology for core data

• Drugs, alcohol, Affected Family Members, other addictions (gambling, 
gaming, etc)

• Current national drugs strategy requires all publicly funded drug and alcohol 
services to complete the NDTRS for all people who use their services (Action 
5.1.47)
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What it is used for?

• Mandatory reporting to Europe and UN

• National strategies & policies

• Planning/funding/evaluation

• Annual reports/funding applications for individual services

• Academic research

• Media
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‘Point of contact’ data collection

• On-line, point of contact, data 
entry portal

• Controlled access

• Type of data collected:

⎼ age, gender, living 
arrangements, employment 
status, drug types used, 
treatment type and where it is 
provided
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Treatment demand data

• Case based (not individuals)

• Entries to treatment in the calendar year

• Wide variety of treatments included:

• Brief intervention, counselling, relapse prevention, education awareness etc

• Family therapy, Affected Family Members

• Detoxification, opioid agnostic treatment, residential treatment



Drug treatment data 
2022: an example
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Drug treatment demand 2022
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Treatment provided
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Main problem drug 
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Main problem drug by age
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Main problem First drug used Age first used drugs

Powder cocaine
59% cannabis
27% cocaine

16 years

Crack cocaine
55% cannabis
9% cocaine

15 years

Opioids 56% cannabis 15 years

Cannabis 95% cannabis 14 years

Benzodiazepines
60% cannabis
18% benzodiazepines

15 years

First drug ever used



hrb.ie

Main problem First drug used Age first used drugs

Powder cocaine
59% cannabis
27% cocaine

16 years

Crack cocaine
55% cannabis
9% cocaine

15 years

Opioids 56% cannabis 15 years

Cannabis 95% cannabis 14 years

Benzodiazepines
60% cannabis
18% benzodiazepines

15 years

First drug ever used



hrb.ie

Cannabis 

65%
Never 

treated 
before

32%
Previously 

treated

23 yrs
Age

76%
Male

24%
Female

21%
Student

6%
Homeless

39%
Polydrug 

Use
Cannabis most 

commonly used 
with cocaine 

(joint 1st), alcohol 
(joint 1st) and 

benzodiazepines



hrb.ie



Discussion
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Discussion

• Improve coverage of addiction treatment

• Improve understanding trends

⎼ Under-representation of younger people

• Provide evidence both for local and national policies 

• Pivotal moment in drug-treatment policy

⎼ Need to measure any impact
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Impact 2023 & Creating Our Future
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Characteristics



hrb.ie

Cocaine
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Powder cocaine and crack cocaine
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Powder cocaine and crack cocaine
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Key trends over time (2016-2022)

• Increase in cocaine cases 

• Decrease in the proportion of opioid cases

• Decrease in the numbers reporting injecting  

• Mixing drugs (polydrug use) is common
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