H E A AN tUDARAS um ARD-OIDEACHAS
HIGHER EDUCATION AUTHORITY

Mr Simon Harris, T.D.,
Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science,

Leeson Lane,
Dublin, D02 TR60.

16 June 2021

Dear Minister,

Thank you for your letter of 27 May in respect of the application made on behalf of Galway-
Mayo Institute of Technology, Letterkenny Institute of Technology and Institute of
Technology Sligo under Section 29 of theTechnological Universities Act, 2018.

This fifth technological university application is another important step in the development
of Irish higher education. The HEA is ready to assist the Department with the technological
university application process and | now provide our nominations for your consideration, as
members of an advisory panel to assess this application for designation.

These nominations are put forward in line with the legislative requirement that panel
members should have 'a special interest or expertise in, or knowledge of, matters relating to
higher education, at least two of whom shall have expertise at an international level in
standards and practice in higher education'. Our nominees include those with experience,
national or international in:

e Successful operation of universities with a technological mission, particularly in areas
of:
o Teaching and learning and student experience;
o Research, innovation, knowledge transfer;
o Financial and HR management.
e Representing a group or groups that have close connections with higher education
(e.g. as employers, or project partners, students).
e Planning and implementation of higher education and other institutional
consolidation processes.

In compiling this list, the HEA consulted with QQl and had regard to possible conflicts of
interest, both real and perceived, and sought to maintain an appropriate gender balance (at
least 40% women and 40% men) across our set of nominations.



HEA nominations for consideration as members of the advisory panel are:
e Lorraine Farrelly (Professor)
e Jean-Pierre Finance (Professor)
e Philip Gummett (Professor)
e Lesley Yellowlees (Professor)

Further details on these nominees, in the form of a short biography, is provided below.

We look forward to hearing from you and to progressing the review of this application in
accordance with the Technological Universities Act, 2018.

Yours sincerely,
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Dr Alan Wall,
Chief Executive



Appendix 1 — HEA nominations for consideration as members of an advisory panel to
consider applications for designation under Section 29 of the Technological Universities Act
2018.

Lorraine Farrelly (Professor)

Professor Farrelly is currently the Head of the School of Architecture at the University of
Reading. She ran degree and Master's in Architecture courses and led the Master's in
Architecture at the University of Portsmouth. She also ran an urban design studio working
with students, which has made mixed use and housing proposals for European sites and
competitions in Dublin, Paris, Amsterdam, Vienna, Venice, Rotterdam, London, Dublin and
also on regional sites in the UK considering new town and regeneration projects. Her
research interests include a multi-disciplinary approach to architecture at various scales,
through understanding ideas of interior detail to urban concepts. She has written books
across a range of subjects from representation and drawing, urban investigation and
analysis to materials and interior space. She is currently Chair of the South Coast Design
review advising on strategic master planning projects regionally.

She works with the Royal Institute of British Architects to Chair validation of Schools of
Architecture in the UK and internationally. She is an external examiner at schools across the
UK. Currently she is external examiner at Robert Gordon University and the University of
Bath.

Jean-Pierre Finance (Professor)

Professor Jean-Pierre Finance was President of Henri Poincaré University, Nancy-1, France
from 1994 to 1999 and for a second term from 2004 to 2011. For two years (2007-2008), he
was President of the CPU (Conferenceof French University Presidents). During 2010, he was
president of the cluster of the 4 universities in Lorraine Region, called PRES of the University
of Lorraine, and actively participated in the project to merge these 4 universities into a
single Lorraine University created on 1 January 2012. Following its establishment, Professor
Finance held the role of Provisional Administrator of the University.

He was a Board member of the EUA from 2009 to 2013. He currently chairsthe EUA Expert
Group on Open Science, and a member of the Magna Charta Observatory Council as well as
a member of the French Office for Scientific Integrity.

From 2010 to 2018, he was President of the French Bibliometric Agency (ABES) and of the
French consortium HEI et recherche (Couperin), which is devoted to the acquisition of
scientific publications. Since 2011, he has also been President of the agency dedicated to
managing the French National Research and higher Education Network (NREN) called
Renater. He is also a member of several external university evaluation panels.

He obtained his PhD in 1974 and his "Doctorat d'Etat" in 1979. Associate Professor in 1972,
he became full professor in computer science at Henri Poincaré University, Nancy-1 in 1980.
From 1985to 1993 he acted as advisor to the French Ministry for Higher Education and
Research on computer science. In 2000-2001 he was the advisor for research at the cabinet
of the French Minister for Education (Jack Lang).



Philip Gummett (Professor)

Professor Gummett was Chief Executive of the Higher Education Funding Council for Wales
from 2004 to 2012. While Chief Executive, he drew up a new structure for the Welsh
university system, where a series of high-profile mergers of higher education institutions
resulted in reducing the initial thirteen institutions to eight. He served as Pro Vice-
Chancellor and Director of the PREST (Policy Research in Engineering, Science and
Technology) Institute at the University of Manchester. He was Professor of Government and
Technology Policy at Manchester University. He is a trustee of Jisc, the body that provides
digital infrastructure, resources and advice across all UK universities and colleges, and is a
consultant on higher education.

Professor Gummett was appointed a Commander of the Order of the British Empire in the
2013 Birthday Honours for services to Higher Education in Wales.

Lesley Yellowlees (Professor)

Professor Yellowlees completed both her BSc in Chemical Physics and her PhD in Inorganic
Electrochemistry at the University of Edinburgh. After completing research positions in
Brisbane, Australia and Glasgow she returned to an academic position in Edinburgh in 1986
and gained a personal chair in Inorganic Electrochemistry in 2005. Her current research
interests are inorganic electrochemistry and spectroelectrochemistry, epr spectroscopy,
synthesis and characterisation of potential solar energy dyes, utilisation of CO2, public
engagement of science and promoting women in science. Lesley completed five years as Head
of the School of Chemistry at Edinburgh and Director of EaStCHEM (the joint research school
of the universities of Edinburgh and St Andrews) in 2010. She then became Vice Principal and
Head of the College of Science and Engineering at Edinburgh retiring from that position in
2017.

Professor Yellowlees has worked with the Royal Society of Chemistry for many years, chairing
their Science and Technology Board, sitting on the Publishing Board, working with the Scottish
Education section and chairing the editorial Board of Chemistry World. She became their first
woman President in July 2012. She was awarded an MBE in 2005 for services to science and a
CBE in 2014 for services to chemistry. She was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society of
Edinburgh in 2012 and an Honorary FRSC in 2016. She has honorary degrees from Aberdeen,
Bristol, Edinburgh Napier, Heriot-Watt, Huddersfield, Queen’s Belfast, St Andrews, The Open
and Strathclyde Universities.



