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• Education/training, social and economic 

development (what are HEIs roles/purpose?)

• Governance, alliances and mergers (how should 

HEIs be managed?)

• Regional catchments and demographics (who 

and where are HEIs serving?)



National age profiles
• Massive bulk of population coming down the line in all 

regions/local authorities and catchments
– State increases of 

• +28.3% in 0-4 Age Cohort between 2002 and 2011

• +21.5% in 5-9 Age Cohort between 2002 and 2011

– In ten years time this could lead to very high levels of Higher Education 

enrolment  



Regional age profile projections

• Between 2006 and 2026 the number of young 

persons (i.e. those aged 0-14 years) is projected 

to increase by 28.8% in the State as a whole

– Projected Increases will vary across the regions (based on 

CSO Regional Population Projections 2006-2026)



The Universities
MU DCU UCD TCD

NUIG UL UCC



IoTs
CIT DIT DKIT

GMIT ITS WIT

LIT



Report to the Minister for Education and Skills on system reconfiguration, inter-

institutional collaboration and system governance in Irish higher education (2013)



http://airo.maynoothuniversity.ie//external-content/hea-

feeder-schools

Rob.Kitchin@nuim.ie


